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CAB

President’s Message:

Welcome to the spring edition of the Venice
Express. Please keep this quarterly newsletter
handy to remind you of the upcoming events for
the Venice Area Historical Society.

Before we know it, summer will be upon us. For
those who migrate north, we wish you safe
travels and hope you return to join us again in the
fall. For year-rounders. catch a summer breeze
and stay cool.

As volunteers, we all need to take a little break
and get some rest and relaxation. “Burn brightly,
but don’t burn out!™

See you in October when we begin regular
meetings again and hope that you will join us and
“enrich your life by celebrating history with us.”

Sue Chapman
President

Venice Area
Historical Society

MEETINGS...PAST AND FUTURE

Continuing with the year of the pioneer, we have had a
chance to visit with descendants of the Curry Family in
February, and the Higel Family in March. Also in February,
Barbara Smith, Betty Intagliata and Sandra Terry and
her team, worked together on an informative program with
the Laurel Civic Association.

In April we will meet members from three other pioneer
families: the Knights, the Wredes and the Blackburns. These
early families mingled and intermarried often, due to the
sparseness of the population. For instance, one of our
speakers in April will be Daniel Blackburn, a descendant of
THREE of the early families, the Knights. the Blackburns
and the Wredes. We will also hear their stories from Isaac
Blackburn  Roberts and Ola Virginia Wrede
Montgomery, whose parents were all prominent educators
and civic leaders in the Venice-Nokomis area.

In May, we bring our Year of the Pioneer to fruition. as
we view the final production of the oral and video histories
that have been produced by Barbara Woody’s seventh
grade class. Mentors from VAHS were: Mary Huba, Brian
Heverin, Betty Intagliata, Barbara Smith and Joan
Watson. The mentors worked in the classroom with
students on two occasions and helped the students do
research at the Venice Archives. They will also act as
chaperones for a “reward field trip.”

Our sincere thanks to all these dedicated folks who
have made time to work with these students. Teaching, by
example, they have opened the door to the value of the study
of history for these young people.



TIME TABLE

MEETING DATES:

Tuesday, April 28, 2009, 7:00 p.m. Village on the Isle
Tuesday, May 26, 2009, 7:00 p.m. Village on the Isle
All meetings are free and open to the public.

Venice Area Historical Society is a not-for-profit-
50 (c)(3) corporation.

FREE TOURS of the Historic Venice Depot are given by
trained docents on Monday, Wednesday and Friday,
during April and May, from 10 am to 4 pm. (Last tour out
at 2:30 pm) The Red Caboose is open to the public on
Wednesdays from 10 am to 2 pm.

SUMMER TOUR HOURS BEGIN SATURDAY
JUNE 6, 2009. Summer tour hours are:
Saturdays from 10 am to 1 pm.

For groups of 10 or more or any other special
arrangements call: 412-0151

ANNUAL MEETING REPORT

Approximately 43 of our members gathered at Pelican
Point on March 19" for our traditional annual meeting and
election of officers. Look in the CONDUCTORS column
to find the new slate of officers and chairs for the 2009-
2010 year. A tip of the engineer’s cap to Judi Foote for
helping to make arrangements for this occasion. A double
tip of the engineer’s cap goes to all our Depot Docents for
their many hours of service, giving tours at the Historic
Venice Train Depot. These loyal volunteers were
rewarded with gift certificates, as well as our thanks. A
program featuring Glenn Stephens and his seventh grader
interviewer, Jennifer Johnson enriched the day. Other
guests in attendance were Jennifer’s teacher, Barbara
Woody and Dr. Karin Schmidt, Principal of Venice
Middle School. Bridgit Kunert was the lucky door prize
winner of a $75.00 gift certificate to Café Venice, courtesy
of the Society. As usual, a mix of business, education and
sociality, made for another great day for members of
VAHS.
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