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“Envich your life by celebraling history with us”

FROM THE ENGINEER’S
CAB

President’s Message:
Hello Everyone...

We hope you made it through the hustle and
bustle of the holiday season. Now it’s iime (o
relax and enjoy all the many activities that
Venice has o offer. We sincerely invite you to
make the Venice Area Historical Society one of
those activities.

Please keep this quarterly newsletter handy to
keep you informed and aware of dates. times and
places of all the events we offer for the next three
months.

“Even if vou're on the right track. you'll get run
over if vou just sit there.” (Will Rodgers).

Please join us and enrich your life by celebrating
history with us.

Sue Chapman
President

Venice Area
Historical Society

ALL ABOARD

Just a refresher on where to go for meetings...7 pm at
Village on the Isle where we meet in Mark Manor.
Follow the blue and white VAHS signs. Access to
parking is from Avenida Del Circo or Plaza Mayor
(west of the Lutheran Church). Please check the TIME
TABLE for dates. Don’t forget to stay for the social
period after the program and enjoy ‘“‘yummies”
provided by our refreshments chairlady. Sally Berger
who is ably assisted by Fia lavaroni.

TIME TABLE
eeting Dates:

Wednesday, Jan. 28, 2009. 7:00 pm Viilage on the Isle**

Tuesday, Feb. 24. 2009. 7:00 pm Village on the Isle

ANNUAL MEETING March 19, 2009. Pelican Point
(Luncheon....see reservation page)

Tuesday. Mar. 24. 2009. 7:00 pm Village on the Isle

** Note change of day

All meetings are FREE and OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.
Seating is on a first come first served basis. Venice Area
Historical Society is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) corporation

FREE TOURS
Free tours of the Historic Venice Depot are given by trained
docents on Monday. Wednesday and Friday from 10 am to 3
pm. (Last tour out at 2:30 pm) The Red Caboose is open to
the public on Wednesdays from 10 am to 2 pm.
For groups of 10 or more or any other special arrangements
call: 412-0151



HISTORIC MOVE FOR HISTORIANS

The Sun Fiesta in October this year saw a new first...three
history groups under one roof...or shall we say one tent.
Venice Area Historical Society, Friends of the Lord-Higel
House and the Triangle Inn Association participated in a
joint effort for the favorite hometown “party in the park.”
This united trio presented literature and information about
all of their activities. After all, quipped one of the
volunteers “A lot of us belong to all the groups and we’re
all in the same business...so we might as well join forces.”
We see this as a definite new spirit of cooperation in the
world of history.

EASING THE CRUNCH

Paige McGrath, fifth grade teacher at Garden Elementary
school, contacted VAHS in the late spring, asking for help
on a project that she was preparing for her fall classes. She
wanted to teach her fifth graders some Venice history.
After several e-mails and phone calls, a plan was worked
out that proved to be a big help. VAHS sent Claire Suter,
a long time Venice resident and a member of their
Speaker’s Bureau, over to the school, armed with the DVD
“Imagining Venice.” Having gone to school here in
Venice, Claire had a great time talking to the kids. As a
culmination to the program, 100 fifth graders visited the
Depot, riding on buses paid for by the Venice Area
Historical Society. Since almost all field trips have been
eliminated this year due to budget constraints, Ms.
McGrath was very grateful and VAHS was happy to help
“ease the crunch”!
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overview of the pioneer era in Florida.

February 24, 2009
Joan Watson will present a program of the Curry Pioneer Family

March 24, 2009 —
Judie Bauer brings us a power point show about the Higel Pioneer Family

PROGRAMMING FOR JANUARY AND BEYOND
As VAHS members are aware, this year the Society is focusing on the pioneer families that settled the Venice area
between 1867 and 1910. We are partnering with Barbara Woody and her seventh grade students to conduct
interviews with some of the descendents of those pioneer families. Our opening speaker in October gave us an

Our January program again funded by a grant from the Florida Humanities Council under the auspices of the
State Program of the National Endowment for the Humanities will be Andrew K. Frank, Ph.D., Professor of
History, from Florida State University, Tallahassee. His topic will be “The South Florida Frontier”. Remember
the date... Wednesday. January 28, 2009. 7 pm at Village on the Isle. This program is free and open to the public.
No Reservations are necessary. Many thanks to Betty Intagliata for serving as project coordinator for this grant.




