THE VENICE EXPRESS

NEWSLETTER OF THE VENICE AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

“Enrich your life by celebrating history with us”

From The Engineer’s Cab

Hello Everyone.

Welcome to the fall edition of the
Venice Express. Please keep this
quarterly newsletter by your date book,
so you don’t miss any event that the
Venice Area Historical Society offers.

This year, it’s up, up and away to the
wild blue yonder, as we base our
program schedule around people and
events connected to the Venice Army
Air Base. Since the current Venice
Airport seems to be in the news lately,
we thought it would be a great idea to
delve into it’s history. The airport has
been with us a long time and it should
be interesting to find out how it got
here and what has happened over the
last 70 plus years.

Please share our news with a friend
and bring them to a meeting. I think
you will be pleasantly surprised and
remember to enrich your life by
celebrating history with us.

Proud Projects Past...
2008-2009

Pioneer Era Video Oral History

Project of the Venice Area historical
Society in Partnership with the Venice
Middle School. Video funded by a
grant to the Venice Middle School
from the Florida Dept. of Education.
Grant written by VMS teacher,
Barbara Woody.

The VAHS provided the following
mentors: Brian Heverin, Betty
Intagliata, Mary Huba, Barbara
Smith, and Joan Watson. These
mentors introduced the pioneer
families of the Venice area to Mrs.
Woody’s 7". grade Social Studies
students via photos and information
obtained from the Venice Archives.
Each mentor was responsible for being
sure the descendant was present at the
interview date. Students acted as
interviewers, video operators, and
edited the video.

Barbara Woody did the videography
and was the DOE grant coordinator.
Betty Intagliata, served as the project
coordinator for the Venice Area
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Historical Society. VAHS received a
partnership grant for 2008-09 from the
Florida Humanities Council, the State
Frogram of the National Endowment




for the Humanities. This grant
provided two scholarly presentations
about the “Pioneer Era in Southwest
Florida.” Dr. James Denham spoke in
Oct., 2008 and Dr. Andrew Frank in
Jan., 2009. Barbara Woody video
taped both presentations.

A total of 12 descendants of pioneer
families of the Venice area were
interviewed at the Venice Middle
School video studio. The families
represented were: Knight, Wrede,
Blackburn, Curry, Harn, Hegel &
Stephens. The video was shown to
members of VAHS & the public on
May26, 2009. Video copies will be
given to the Venice Archives and the
Sarasota County History Center. A
copy will remain in the office of VAHS.
This copy will be used by the VAHS
Speakers Bureau and for future VAHD
programs. If an organization wishes to
view the video, arrangements may be
made by calling the VAHS office at
941-412-0151.

All Aboard

Just a refresher on where to go for
meetings...7 pm at Village on the Isle
where we meet in mark manor. Follow
the blue &white VAHS signs. Access
to parking is from Avenida Del Circo or
Plaza Mayor (west of the Lutheran
Church). Please check the TIME
TABLE for dates. Don’t forget to stay
for the social period after the program
and enjoy “yummies” provided by our
refreshments chairlady, Sally Berger

who is ably assisted by Fia Iavaroni.

Time Table

VAHS is continuing its programming
following one theme from October
through May. In 2007-08, the theme
was the Ringling Brothers Circus. In
2008-09, the theme was pioneer
families of the Venice area. This
coming season 2009-2010, the theme
will be World War II after Pear] Harbor.

Ted Koszarski, a transplant from New
York City, is now a Venice resident.
Ted has been in the advertising
business, broadcasting and television
and lately is immersed in the “Veterans
Memorial Archive, a project dedicated
to videotaking the memories of WWII
veterans, as well as other veterans.
This past year, Ted gave a series of
twelve topic areas dealing with World
War II at the Venice public Librry.
Betty Intagliata and Barbara Smith,
both involved with VAHS programs,
attended some of these lectures and
were very impressed. Consequently,
Ted has been invited to speak at both
our October and November, 2009
programs.

October Program:
Tuesday, Oct. 27, 2009 - 7 p.m.

Ted Koszarski, speaker will show
visuals about the Western European
War ; Normandy - Battle for the
Rhine - Battle of the Bulge.



